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M a t e r n a l Dea ths by Causes.—Table 32 shows, by causes, the numbers and 
rates of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births. Until recently, puerperal sepsis 
and toxaemias of pregnancy were by far the most important causes. Since the 
introduction of sulpha drugs in 1936, the rates from these two causes have been 
halved. 

32.—Maternal Mortality and Rates per 100,000 Live Births, by Causes of Death, 
1911-45 

NOTE.—Figures for 1944 and 1945 are by residence; for previous years by place of occurrence. 
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Section 4.—Natural Increase 

In 1926-30 the rate of natural increase in Canada was 13 per 1,000 population. 
I t fell to 9-7 in 1937 Owing partly to the depression, the birth rate fell more 
than the death rate. Since then, the rate has risen to 12-6 in 1940-42 and 14-5 in 
1945. 

The rates of natural increase in the provinces followed generally the rate for 
Canada as a whole. In the earlier years, Saskatchewan and Quebec had the 
highest rates. The high rates in the Prairie Provinces were partly due to their 
relatively younger populations and consequent very low death rates. In Quebec, 
on the other hand, the death rate in 1926-30 was high; it has declined steadily since. 
Quebec now has the highest rate of natural increase in Canada and one of the highest 
in any civilized area. 


